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The Occupy movement presents a challenge to police and policymakers both in the United States and

abroad. Occupy, the now-worldwide movement spawned by Occupy Wall Street, serves as a 21st

Century Anarchist movement the likes of which has not been seen since WWI. So far, Occupy protests in
the United States exhibit a mostly peaceful nature. However, certain elements within Occupy that have
been seen both here and abroad have the potential to inflict major damage to governments, people,
and the private sector. If not carefully monitored and mitigated, these elements pose a significant
threat to modern democracies.

Modern Anarchism traces back to mid-19th century Leftist groups in Europe. Anarchists differ
from Marxists in that Marxists believe the state must be seized and then used as a tool to achieve a
“free” society. Conversely, Anarchists believe that the “system”, including the state, must be dismantled
entirely. After a complete systemic collapse, Anarchists believe that a just and free society will
organically emerge out of the chaos. In the classical Anarchism of the 19th Century, political violence by
Anarchists came to be known as “propaganda by the deed”.

Immediately after its formation as an ideology, historical Anarchists targeted a number of
individuals and organizations both in the Americas and Europe. Anarchist tactics included the
assassination of government officials, bombing police stations, public venues, mob violence, and
poisonings. Such violence included the assassination of King Umberto I of Italy, American President
McKinley, and Tzar Alexander II of Russia, along with a number of other influential figures in the period.
What must be taken from this otherwise obscure period in the annals of terrorism is that the Anarchists
in many ways paved the way for the formulation of later Leftist terrorist groups such as the Red Brigades
in Italy, and the Red Army Faction in Germany. Similar to their Anarchist predecessors, these more
recent Leftist terrorist groups displayed significant levels of both violence and sophistication of their
attacks.

The most significant Anarchist-inspired attack occurred in 1914 when the Anarchist group, the
Black Hand, murdered Archduke Ferdinand of the Austrian Empire. While technically a Serbian
nationalist group, the Black Hand took significant inspiration from Anarchist groups such as the
Narodnaya Volya in Russia, and Anarchist thinkers such as Joseph Most, Michael Bukanin, and Pytor
Kropotkin. This attack sparked WWI, causing millions of deaths. In today’s politically unstable
environment around the world, Anarchist groups have the potential to cause a chain of events leading
to similar carnage.

Today’s Occupy, with Occupy Wall Street as the informal flagship of the overall movement, has
its intellectual origins in small groups of left-leaning academics and publications. Economically inspired
protests around the world brought together a number of professors and other academics that hold an
Anarchist philosophy. In late 2011, a number of Anarchist intellectuals and academics from the fields of
Sociology and Anthropology joined the pre-existing protest movements from 2010. Prior to the arrival
of the Anarchist academics, the global protests often had specific demands, revolved around single
issues, and targeted specific businesses and government agencies. Upon getting involved in the protests
movements, academics and theorists began breathing Anarchist philosophy into the protests and
moving them towards a less specific Leftist phenomenon.
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Occupy Wall Street, while not the leadership group of the global Occupy movement, came into
being through a caballing together of Anarchist thinkers. Many of the Anarchist academics that now
dominate the character of the Occupy movement also enjoy support from a number of Left-leaning
publications and magazines. Since the economic crash of 2008 many Leftist and Marxist periodicals
began to call for action against banks, mortgage firms, and governments. Rather than propose
economically practical solutions, these Leftist publications catered to the most extreme fringe elements.
These publications, combined with active involvement from Anarchist academics, provided the perfect
storm for creating the current Occupy movement.

Occupy’s decision-making revolves around the idea of “Consensus” as a way of determining
what direction the movement should take. Consensus is reached through “General Assembly” meetings
where there is no official leadership, and rather follows a “horizontal” model as opposed to a “vertical
model”. These General Assembly meetings determine what actions the specific Occupy movement will
take, and include decisions such as when and where marches will occur, and what business or
government entity will be targeted.

So far, most Occupy protests have been peaceful despite taking a heavy financial toll on the
cities where they occur. However, many Occupy groups have violent sub-groups within them that are
responsible for most of the violence that has happened. These violent sub-groups are called the “Black
Bloc”. The Black Bloc originated as a tactic used by Anarchist groups in Germany in the early 1980s.
Black Bloc members can usually be identified by the way they obscure their faces, and the all-black
clothing they wear.

Serving as the violent DNA inside an otherwise peaceful modern movement, the Black Bloc
represents the same violent Anarchist ideology that triggered WWI. Black Bloc groups inside Occupy
have caused significant damage in cities in Europe. Greece, struggling with crushing debt and a 25%
unemployment rate, has seen significant violence from Black Bloc members. So far, Greek Black Bloc
members have destroyed around a 100 buildings through arson attacks and have confronted police with
sophisticated unit-level tactics involving homemade shields, clubs, molotovs, rocks, and the occasional
low-grade IED. Greece serves as an interesting example in that their Greek counterparts may have
actually trained violent Black Bloc members in Italy, thus spreading the violence.

The Internet has allowed for the sharing of ideas among the Occupy groups, and the Black Bloc
inside them. Black Bloc members in Occupy Oakland have demonstrated some of the same
sophisticated violence against the police as seen in Greece and Rome. Organized use of shields, unit
tactics, and molotovs have allowed the Black Bloc in Oakland to cause considerable damage to Oakland,
and serious injuries to officers in the Oakland Police Department. What is most disturbing is that
members from Occupy Oakland have photographed OPD officers, and compiled enough information on
the officers to cause cyber attacks targeting the officers.

In conclusion, Occupy as a movement poses a number of challenges to law enforcement, local
governments, and the democratic system as a whole. New approaches to confronting the violent
elements inside Occupy are needed if the Black Bloc is to be prevented from radicalizing the rest of the
movement. Approaches more often seen used by intelligence agencies are needed to confront this
threat. The creative use intelligence officers, either developed internally or borrowed from the private
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sector, can afford police agencies the speed, knowledge and agility needed to counter these emerging
threats, and the chaos they promote.
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